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the rest of the world, and in a short time the terms pro-
posed by the St. Paul company were agreed to. In the
space of four months, the cars were running into New
Glarus village, and the hitherto-secluded Swiss settlement
was brought into close and speedy contact with the outer
world. Undoubtedly, the infilux of new people and fresh
thought, which will come from this closer communication
with the rest of mankind, will be of vast and permanent
benefit. Already, a few Americans and Germans have
intermarried and settled among the Swiss, and while a
definite dividing line of language and customs will prob-
ably remain for many years, the former exclusiveness has
vanished.

The old-time, simple, generous, and genuine hospitality
is still practised. The veriest miser among the Swiss of
New Glarus would be ashamed to have it said that he was
inhospitable. The homely, hearty manners towards each
other and to strangers show the kindly spirit of the people.
Not but what they are good haters, when wronged or
affronted; a real or fancied injury often causes a coldness
which lasts through life.

In such a community, so closely connected by ties of kin-
dred and nativity, tidings of local events are naturally of the
most interest. Hence the German county newspaper, the
Green County Herald, published at Monroe by R. Kohli, a
Swiss, receives a large patronage, and its weekly visits are
always welcome. However, the local neighborhood gossip
is still carried from house to house in the primitive way,
with a speed that appears marvelous. The news of births,
deaths, marriages, and other events, spreads into the re-
motest valleys by word of mouth. It has often been said
that one cannot jostle even the remotest corner of the
Swiss settlement but the whole of it feels the jar. In other
words, it is never safe to oppress or slander one Swiss, un-
less the offender is prepared to cope with an endless num-
ber of relatives.

Old-fashioned simplicity in dress is gradually yielding to
the commands of fashion. Both young men and young
women have discovered that it is as perfectly proper to go



